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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment filed January 1 0, 2008, where Applicant 
amended claims 1,5,6,7,9-11,14,18,22-26,29,30, and cancelled claims . Claims 1-27,29-30 are 
pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27,29-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection under 1 03(a). 

3. Applicant has not pointed out where the limitations of the amended claims are supported 
in the specification. (See MPEP chapter 2163.03 section (I.) and chapter 2163.04 section (I.) and 
chapter 2163.06) Applicant is requested to provide support for the amended claims in any 
subsequent action. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 objected to for minor informalities. The claim recites the limitation "the at least 
one intended recipient" in line 6. Applicant is requested to make the language consistent with 
"plurality of intended recipients". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith by 
(US Patent No 6,192,407) in view of Ringler et al (US Patent Publication No 20030182215). 

7. In reference to claim 1 , Smith teaches a system for disseminating an electronic material 
over a network, the system comprising: 

a list defining module that defines a list of a plurality of intended recipients of the 
electronic material (column 13 lines 19-45); 

an electronic materials receiving module that receives and stores the electronic material 
from a user to be transmitted to the at least one intended recipient on a site processor (column 15 
lines 27-34); 

a properties association module that defines properties to be associated with the 
electronic material (column 15 lines 27-45); 

a generate and send message module that provides a message to the plurality of intended 
recipients, wherein the message includes a first hyperlink that each of a plurality of actual 
recipients of the message receives (column 15 lines 4-15); and 

a system tracking module that tracks whether the at least one intended recipient receives 
the electronic material (column 15 lines 17-20 & 45-67). 

Smith fails to explicitly teach an internet website that is hosted by the site processor, 
wherein the internet web site is presented to an actual recipient when the first hyperlink is 
selected in the message by the actual recipient, and further wherein the internet web site includes 
a second hyperlink that, when selected, provides access to the electronic material. However, 
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Ringler teaches a login website presented to a user via a first link, and wherein the login website 
includes additional link(s) which when selected by the user grants the user access to the 
remainder of the web site content (Ringler, K 85) for the purpose of regulating the access of web 
content based upon terms and conditions that a user must agree to. It would have been obvious 
for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Smith wherein the internet website that is hosted by 
the site processor, wherein the internet web site is presented to an actual recipient when the first 
hyperlink is selected in the message by the actual recipient, and further wherein the internet web 
site includes a second hyperlink that, when selected, provides access to the electronic material as 
per the teachings of Ringler for the purpose of regulating the access of web content based upon 
terms and conditions that a user must agree to. 

8. In reference to claim 2, Smith teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising a user 
management module that is used by the user to allow additional users to disseminate at least one 
of the electronic material and other electronic material (column 16 lines 5-20). 

9. In reference to claim 3, Smith teaches the system of claim 2, wherein the user 
management module provides various levels of authorization for the additional users (column 16 
lines 40-67). 

10. In reference to claim 5, Smith teaches the system of claim 1 , further comprising a project 
module that identifies the message, the electronic material and the plurality of intended recipients 
with a unique project name (column 15 lines 15-67). 

11. In reference to claim 6, Smith teaches the system of claim 5, wherein the project module 
further enables a user to duplicate at least one of the message, the electronic material and 
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respective identifiers of the plurality of intended recipients associated with the unique project 
name (column 13 lines 19-45). 

12. In reference to claim 8, Smith teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the message 
includes a control for forwarding the message to another intended recipient when the party who 
receives the message is not one of the at least one intended recipient (column 17 lines 35-45). 

13. In reference to claim 9, Smith teaches the system of claim 1, wherein the list includes at 
least one respective e-mail addresses for the plurality of intended recipients (column 15 lines 1- 
15). 

14. In reference to claim 10, Smith teaches the system of claim 9, further comprising a 
checking module that tests the e-mail addresses for accuracy (column 15 lines 1-15) . 

15. In reference to claim 11, Smith teaches the system of claim 10, wherein the e-mail 
addresses are accurate when the e-mail addresses comply with formatting standards (column 15 
lines 1-15). 

16. In reference to claim 12, Smith teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the list defining 
module further receives electronic e-mail list information, the e-mail list information 
representing intended recipients and e-mail addresses thereof (column 15 lines 1-15). 

17. In reference to claim 13, Smith teaches the system of claim 12, wherein the list defining 
module creates an e-mail list based on the electronic e-mail list information (column 15 lines 1- 
15). 

18. In reference to claims 14-16,18,19 & 21-26, these claims are method claims that 
correspond to the system claims of claims 1-3,5,6 & 8-13. Therefore, claims 14-16,18,19 & 21- 
26 are rejected based upon the same rationale as given for claims 1-3,5,6 & 8-13 above. 
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19. In reference to claims 29-30, these claims are system and method claims respectively that 
correspond to the system claims of claims 1-3. Therefore, claims 29-30 are rejected based upon 
the same rationale as given for claims 1-3 above. 

20. Claims 4,7,17,20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith 
by (US Patent No 6,192,407) in view of Ringler et al (US Patent Publication No 
20030182215)in further view of Applicant Admitted Prior Art (Patent Publication No 
2004/0158612). 

21 . In reference to claims 4 and 7, Smith teaches the system of claim 1 . Although Smith fails 
to explicitly teach wherein the electronic material comprises at least one of annual reports, bank 
books, compliance documents, litigation-related materials, mutual fund related information, 
Preliminary Official Statements, private placements, prospectuses, proxy statements, registration 
statements and research reports; Applicant has admitted to this being old and well-known in the 
art (see U 7). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Smith 
wherein the electronic material comprises at least one of annual reports, bank books, compliance 
documents, litigation-related materials, mutual fund related information, Preliminary Official 
Statements, private placements, prospectuses, proxy statements, registration statements and 
research reports as admitted to by applicant for the purpose of utilizing it in the financial 
investment industry. 

22. In reference to claims 17 & 20, these claims are method claims that correspond to the 
system claims of claims 4 & 7. Therefore, claims 17 & 20 are rejected based upon the same 
rationale as given for claims 4 & 7 above. 
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Conclusion 

23. The above rejections are based upon the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims. 
Applicant is advised that the specified citations of the relied upon prior art, in the above 
rejections, are only representative of the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive 
sections within the entirety of the reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, 
claims and/or priority documents) is implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Form 892. 

25. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMY M. OSMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RMO 

April 25, 2008 
/Ario Etienne/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2157 



